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SUBJECT: FOOD AID TO INDIA: PRESS GUIDANCE 

1. NEW YORK TIMES SEPTEMBER 3 CARRIED STORY THAT INDIA 
PRIVATELY ASKING FOR U.S. FOOD ASSISTANCE, BUT PUBLICLY 
DENYING DOING SO. 

2. FOLLOWING GUIDANCE PREPARED FOR DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN S 
USE. BUT NO QUESTIONS ASKED DURING NOON BRIEFING. GUIDANCE, 
HOWEVER, USED WITH WARREN UNNA OF STATESMAN, WHO CALLED 
NEA/INS REGARDING NEW YORK TIMES STORY. 

3. QUESTION: HAVE THE INDIANS APPROACHED US ABOUT FOOD? 
ANSWER: THE INDIANS HAVE DESCRIBED TO US ON SEVERAL 
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GRAIN IMPORT REQUIREMENTS. THEY HAVE INDICATED THEIR HOPE 
THAT THE U.S. COULD BE HELPFUL IN THIS AREA. THEY HAVE 
ALSO MADE SOME COMMERCIAL PURCHASES IN THE UNITED STATES. 
QUESTION: HAVE THEY SPECIFICALLY ASKED FOR PL-480 AS RE- 
PORTED IN TODAY S NEW YORK TIMES? 

ANSWER: THE INDIAN AMBASSADOR HAS NOT MADE AN OFFICIAL RE- 
QUEST FOR PL-480, BUT INQUIRED OF US ABOUT FOOD CONTRI- 
BUTIONS THE U.S. MIGHT MAKE IN RESPONSE TO THE SPECIAL 
UNGA APPEAL FOR THE MOST SERIOUSLY AFFECTED COUNTRIES IN 
THE CURRENT RESOURCE CRISIS. AND IN THAT CONTEXT HAS ALSO 

DESCRIBED TO US INDIA'S OVERALL REQUIREMENTS. 

QUESTION: WHAT AMOUNT DID HE ASK FOR? WHAT ARE WE GOING 
TO DO? 

ANSWER: THIS WAS A FAIRLY GENERAL DISCUSSION AND WE'D 
RATHER NOT GET INTO SPECIFICS AT PRESENT. WE ARE LOOKING 
AT THE FOOD SITUATION IN INDIA AS WELL AS OTHER COUNTRIES 
WHICH HAVE FOOD PROBLEMS, WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF OUR OWN 
CROP AVAILABILITIES. INGERSOLL 
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